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Xy  d e a r  P r o fesso r  L e d e r b e r g : 

Y o u r  k i nd  letter o f S e p te m b e r  8  was  m o s t we l c ome . I a m  
de l i g h t ed  to  l e a r n  th a t w e  s h a r e  l ike v iews as  to  th e  n e e d  
fo r  a n  i m m e d i a te  g o v e r n m e n t i nqu i r y  to  sett le c o n flictin g  
c la ims conce r n i n g  th e  u s e  o f ma r i j u a n a . 

As  a n  av i d  r e a d e r  o f th e  "Wash i n g to n  P o s t," I cons i de r  
y ou r  exce l l en t  c o l umn  tim e ly, r e l evan t  a n d  a  c o m p l e m e n ta ry  
fe a tu r e  to  th is  o u tsta n d i n g  n e w s p a p e r . 

Y o u  wi l l  w a n t to  k n ow  th a t th e  in i t ia l  r eac t i on  to  o u r  
sta te m e n t r e q u e s tin g  a  ma r i j u a n a  r e p o r t h a s  b e e n  m o s t favo r -  
a b l e . J u d g es , n e w s p a p e r  ed i tors,  p r o secu tors,  a n d  p a r e n ts 
w h o  d o n 't k n ow  w h a t to  te l l  the i r  ch i l d r en  w a n t such  a  fin d -  
ing.  I h o p e , as  y o u  d o , th a t such  a  stu d y  wi l l  b e  ob jec t ive  
a n d  f ree  f r om p ressu res .  

Enc l o sed  wi th th is  let ter y o u  wi l l  fin d  v o l um i nous  m a -  
te r ia ls  c once r n i n g  th e  C o m m itte e , its h e a r i n g s  a n d  sta te m e n ts 
o f wi tnesses.  W e  a r e  i n  th e  p r ocess  o f ed i t i ng  th e  tes t imony  
so  d o  n o t, as  yet, h a v e  a  b o u n d  v o l ume  o f o u r  h e a r i n g s  p r e -  
p a r e d . 

. . In  a d d i tio n , y o u  wi l l  fin d  my  sta te m e n ts c once r n i n g  th e  
ma r i j u a n a  c o n troversy, th e  n e e d  fo r  a  N a tio n a l  Inst i tute o f 
Cor rec t ions,  c o m m e n ts o n  th e  th e a t re p r o d u c tio n  e n title d  " T h e  
C a g e ," a n d  pos i t i on  p a p e r s  o u tlin i n g  th e  s cope  a n d  d i rec t i on  
o f o u r  inqu i r ies .  
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We expect to be holding hearings on the West Coast in 
the near future and, if your schedule permits, I would be 
honored to meet with you to discuss the Committee's plans 
and future. 

Kindest regards, and 

Believe me, 

Professor Joshua Lederberg 
Stanford University School of Medicine 
Department of Genetics 
Stanford University Medical Center 
Stanford, California 94305 


